ACTH fragments reverse experimental haemorrhagic shock in rats.
Hypovolemic shock was produced in rats by withdrawing about 50% of estimated total blood volume. Following mean arterial pressure stabilization in the range of 25-27 mmHg, the rats were given intravenous ACTH (1-4) (4-9) (4-10) (5-10) (1-10) in comparison with ACTH (1-24). The ACTH fragments, administered within 5 min after shock induction, promptly and dose-dependently improved mean arterial pressure and survival of rats; the ACTH (1-10) showed an activity similar to that of ACTH (1-24) whereas the other fragments were less active.